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On the morning of March 21, I received the
heartbreaking news of the passing of my colleague
and dear friend Kumbakonam Rajagopal, whom we
affectionately called Raj—and, in Italy, Raja.
K.R. Rajagopal was born in New Delhi, where he gra-

duated cum laude in Mechanical Engineering in 1973.
The following year, he moved to the United States to
attend the Illinois Institute of Technology, earning an
M.S. in Aerospace & Mechanical Engineering. In 1978,
under the guidance of Roger Fosdick, he obtained his
Ph.D. in Mechanics from the University of Minnesota.
He then began his academic career as a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of Michigan, where he
met Alan Wineman, marking the beginning of a highly
productive scientific collaboration.
From 1980 to 1982, he worked in the Department of

Mechanical Engineering at the Catholic University of
America before becoming a professor at the University
of Pittsburgh in 1983. Since 1996, he had held the
prestigious Forsyth Chair in the Department of Mecha-
nical Engineering at Texas A&M University, where he

also served as a Regents Professor and held faculty po-
sitions in the Departments of Mathematics, Biomedical,
Civil, and Chemical Engineering.
Rajagopal’s research spanned the entire spectrum

of mechanical engineering disciplines, with significant
contributions in:

• Newtonian and non-Newtonian fluid dynamics
• Linear and nonlinear elasticity
• Viscoelasticity and plasticity
• Rational and applied thermodynamics
• Biomechanics, geomaterials, active materials, and

dynamic systems

In these fields, he authored over 500 scientific papers
and several monographs, leaving a profound impact on
the discipline. But above all, he was a true savant—in
the classical sense of figures like Augustin-Louis Cauchy
and Claude-Louis Navier: scholars who saw Mechanics
as a unified discipline, derived from universal first prin-
ciples and interpreted across various applications. This
vision contrasts starkly with the modern trend of extre-
me specialization, which often fragments knowledge
into insular subfields where one may know everything,
but only within a narrow scope.
Rajagopal’s research was deeply rooted in physical

intuition, supported by a rigorous axiomatic-deductive
mathematical framework. Despite his immense ex-
pertise in mathematical sciences, he never employed
sophisticated methodologies unless they were truly ne-
cessary. His work was always guided by clarity, purpose,
and a commitment to fundamental understanding.
I could list an endless array of achievements, but I

believe such enumeration is unnecessary. His scientific
legacy is widespread and well recognized.
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Rajagopal was not only a great scientist but also an
extraordinary human being. He was generous with his
time, always willing to mentor his many students and
offer advice to anyone who sought it. This openness
made him an engaging and approachable thinker, capa-
ble of discussing any idea freely. He was also a scientist
with a rare capacity for self-criticism, recognizing his
own mistakes and maintaining a clear awareness of
the limitations of his results. In this, he embodied the
words of Albert Camus:

"Et c’est bien là le génie : l’intelligence qui
connaît ses frontières."

Rajagopal was not only a brilliant researcher but a
truly unique individual—a rare balance of scientific and
humanistic depth, of idealism and realism, of broad
vision and technical mastery. He was a gifted thinker,
able to distill complex ideas into simple frameworks.
A true leader, he inspired his collaborators and guided
his students with wisdom and confidence—a savant of
the twenty-first century.
Raja was introduced to ISIMM by Mike Hayes many

years ago and remained an active member of our socie-
ty for a long time. Unfortunately, when we recently mo-
dernized our statutory framework, his health preven-
ted him from following us with the same enthusiasm
as before.
To his wife Chandrika, his children, and grandchil-

dren, we extend our deepest condolences, along with
the assurance that Raj’s legacy will remain indelible in
our scientific community. His numerous collaborators
and friends will cherish his memory in their hearts and
honor his influence in their work forever.
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